


AFTER THE
DEVASTATING
BLOW OF LOSING
HER HUSBAND,
SINGER CORINNE
BAILEVRAEUSER
HERMUSIC TO
HELEEASEEER
GRIEE HERE SFIE
TELESSALI
HUGHES HOW
SHE FOUND HER
VOICE AGAIN
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o say the past couple

of years have been

life changing for

Corinne Bailey Rae

would be an enormous
understatement. Back in 2006, when
she released her eponymous debut
album, her smooth, melodious tunes
and sweet, romantic lyrics sold four
million copies worldwide, and made
the infectious Put Your Records On the
feel-good anthem of that summer. She
topped the jazz bill at Glastonbury 2007
and, as they say, smashed it. Twenty-
eight, happily married to her long-term
partner, musician Jason Rae, and living
quietly in her beloved hometown of
Leeds, her private life was uneventful
and, well, private.

Then, in March 2008, midway through recording
her much-anticipated second album, the kind of tragedy
struck that most of us daren’t contemplate. Jason, Bailey
Rae’s husband of seven years, died suddenly, at just
34, following an accidental overdose of the heroin
substitute, methadone — an apparently uncharacteristic
experiment at the end of a night’s partying with friends.
Bailey Rae (then 29) was not present. The singer was
in a taxi when she got the call from police the following
day. The taxi stopped in its tracks and went in another
direction. You could say the same of her life.
“There was a very long period afterwards when

I did absolutely nothing at all,’ she says, two years after
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the event. ‘It’s hard to explain, but

I truly did nothing. Music has always
come naturally to me — I’ll be going
about my business and I’ll get an idea
for a song, or I’ll hum a little tune,
but in that time nothing was coming
into me at all, I was so focused on
what had happened.’

Gradually, a year or so after the
tragedy, Bailey Rae and her friends
began to play some tiny underground
gigs in Leeds. ‘I heard the songs I'd
already recorded and thought, “I still
love them —I want to finish the album”,;’
she says. ‘I recognised that it would
mark progress in my life at a time when
all my future plans had totally changed.
After a very long time, I started to get
things coming back into my head and

it was a relief to know this was the one thing that was still
there. It gave me something to do, a reason to get up.’
The result is The Sea, a stunning and unanimously
lauded album of raw, emotional tracks depicting grief,
sadness, lost love and more surprisingly, a strong sense
of hope and bold, edgy defiance. The title track was
recorded before Jason’s death yet, coincidentally, is
about bereavement — in this instance over the accidental
death of Bailey Rae’s maternal grandfather when her
mother was a teenager. The track took on added meaning
in the wake of her own loss. ‘I didn’t know why I'd been
thinking about those things, but here they were, applying
to me directly,” she says. ‘Looking back at a lot of the @
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