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DJ JOWHILEY'S HOME IS BOTH ROCK’N'ROLL AND
FAMILY-FRIENDLY. SHE TELLS SALI HUGHES ABOUT MUSIC,
MOTHERHOOD AND THROWING THE ULTIMATE HOUSE PARTY

y younger
sister,
Frances, 40,
has shaped
who I am.
Frances has
Cri Du Chat, a severe learning
disability, and still lives with my
parents. Because she’s such a strong
character, it’s made me sensitive
towards anyone who’s a little bit
different. If anyone stares, it brings
out the fierce lioness in me.

I can’t say how lucky I am to have
four healthy kids [India, 17, Jude,
10, Cass, eight and Coco, nine
months]. I carry the Cri Du Chat
gene and was tested with all four
pregnancies. By the time I was
expecting Coco, I thought, ‘This is
my fourth child; my luck will run
out.’ But she is perfect. I love my
sister, but it’s been tough. It would
have been really hard to go through
it all again, knowing what I know.

I met my husband, Steve, over 18
years ago. [Jo is now 44.] He’s in
the music industry and we’d spoken
on the phone, but had no idea what
the other looked like. We finally met
at a Ned’s Atomic Dustbin gig and it
really was love at first sight.

Mum and Dad are very traditional,

working-class parents. They had
Frances, which put a lot of pressure
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on them. They bicker all the time.

At Christmas, we place bets on when
they’ll have their first argument and it’s
invariably within 30 seconds of arriving.
But the bottom line is they are devoted,
so I’ve had a very stable template.

Steve likes confrontation and I’m more

of a sulker. You do go through phases

where you hate each other and
we’ve done that quite a lot, but you
learn to compromise. More than
anything, we’re really good mates.

Family is hugely important

to me. We're very traditional —
completely chaotic with lots

of arguments, but also loads of
laughter and love. I knew I wanted
the chaos and the fun that kids
bring. I think that stems from
growing up with Frances because,
at times, I did feel like an only
child. Perhaps I’'m compensating.

Four is a very big number.

It’s mayhem. Mum looks after
Coco and I have friends who help
with babysitting. I cope simply
because of the support I get.

When I found out two of my
children carry the Cri Du Chat
gene, I didn’t think anything

of it, because I was in the same
situation. You work with the

hand you’re dealt. I guess I hope
that medical science will have
advanced by the time India gets pregnant
and that tests will be available a lot earlier.

People assume you live in this kind of
media bubble, but after we had Jude,
it was important to be near home in
Northamptonshire, where my parents
still live. My favourite place in the house
is the chill-out room upstairs. It gets @~
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